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SPEAKER 
Election 

The member for Belmont (Mr E.S. Ripper), as the member with the longest continuous service, took the chair 
and presided over the election of the Speaker.  

MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe — Premier) [11.54 am]: I move —  

That the member for Moore do take the chair of the Assembly as Speaker.  

MR B.J. GRYLLS (Central Wheatbelt — Minister for Regional Development) [11.55 am]: I second the 
motion.  

MR G.A. WOODHAMS (Moore) [11.55 am]: I accept the nomination.  

MR E.S. RIPPER (Belmont — Leader of the Opposition) [11.55 am]: Are there any further nominations? 
There being no further nominations, I declare the member for Moore elected as Speaker. 

[Applause.]  

[The member for Moore was conducted to the chair.]  

THE SPEAKER (Mr G.A. Woodhams): Members, I thank you for the endorsement. I will speak to the house 
on another occasion about my position as Speaker. I will now assume the chair as the Speaker of this Assembly.  

MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe — Premier) [11.56 am]: Mr Speaker, I congratulate you on assuming the 
position of Speaker of the Legislative Assembly. I wish you well. I assure you of the support of the members of 
this Parliament. I am sure your erstwhile career with the Australian Broadcasting Corporation will serve you well 
in this high office you now take on.  

MR E.S. RIPPER (Belmont — Leader of the Opposition) [11.57 am]: Mr Speaker, on behalf of the members 
of the state Parliamentary Labor Party, I too extend my congratulations to you on your election as Speaker. It is a 
very important position. Those of us who have served with you in the house know that you will perform your 
role in an extremely competent manner. I can assure you that members on this side of the house will respect the 
important position that you occupy, just as we know that you will respect the rights of all members of the house, 
including, in our case, members of the opposition. We look forward to a fruitful term with you as Speaker of the 
house.  

MR B.J. GRYLLS (Central Wheatbelt — Minister for Regional Development) [11.58 am]: Mr Speaker, on 
behalf of your colleagues in the Western Australian National Party, we congratulate you on your ascension to the 
role of Speaker and wish you well in your deliberations over the coming period.  

Presentation to Governor 

MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe — Premier) [11.58 am]: Mr Speaker, I have received advice from Government 
House that His Excellency the Governor will be pleased to receive the newly elected Speaker and some 
accompanying members at 12.30 pm. 

Sitting suspended from 11.59 am to 2.45 pm 
 


